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Reasons why the Gospel is not more suc: 
cessful. 


(Concluded from page 96.) 


2. The gospel will never be successful, 
till it be freed from human traditions, 
worldly splendor and partiality. The chur- 
ches, in our country, have deviated as far 
from the purity and simplicity of the gos- 
pel at this day ; as the Jews, in the time 
of the Saviour, had deviated from the pu- 
rity and simplicity of the law. They had 
made the commandments of God of no ef- 
fect by their tradition. The Churches in 
Europe and America have universally gone 
astray. Some have wandered farther than 
others : but all of them have gone out of 
the way. 

I will mention some particulars. There 
is adeviation from the only rule of faith 
and practice, both in building their church- 
es, and in their walk and discipline af- 
ter they are built. The sacred writings 
are the only rule of faith and life. Why 
then, do churches, invariably, place human 
creeds as the foundation of their existence? 
Why is all their discipline exercised on the 
same foundation? Why is magna charta 
scriptura, lie great charter of the scrip- 
ture, laid aside ? This one point, shews a 
great departure from the only rule. 

In building a church, therefore, on 
creeds, instead of the scripture; we are 
Justified in saying, that the building is a 
departure fromthe gospel. It is not a 
tabernacle, which the Lord has pitched ; 
but one of man’s building. 

Creeds seem to be designed to effect a 
uniformity of opinion and practice ; but 
the experience of all former ages, {shews 
us that the design is impracticable. Eng- 
land, with all ber prisons, could never ef- 
fect it: Neither Rome, with all her tor- 
tures, northe Inquisition with all its hor- 





rors, could ever effect it. The oceans of 
innocent blood, which have been shed for 
the attainment of this end, have never 
been instrumental of success. The object 
is not obtained ; neither can it be. 

That creeds area departure from the 
true path of the gospel is evident, likewise, 
because they forbid that search and inqui- 
ry, which only can issue in the increase of 
knowledge. 


Many young persons of both sexes, have 
from serious and upright motives, no 
doubt, subscribed to creeds and confessions 
of faith; what is the consequence? It is 
this, viz. that their hands are fast tied as 
toany further research. Though they 
may have a far greater understanding of, 
and love for the scripture, than when they 
joined the charch; yettheir new and 
greater light, being beyond or contrary to 
the articles, to which they have subscribed; 
they must be judged and condemned on the 
footing of the creed, and be accounted 
heathen men and publicans, while they 
love the Lord Jesus in sincerity and truth. 


The arts and intrigues, which are used, 
the unfair and overbearing disposition dis~ 
cvered in the discipline of such members 5 
is a demonstration, that if there be religion 
in such churches, yet that it is not seen,nor 
active on such cccasions. Partiality, like- 
wise, is an open enemy to the religion of 
the gospel. A partial religion is not from 
above, for that is without partiality ; and 
in a greater ‘latitude too, than many are 
willing to allow, bat cannot withand its 
force. It is the impartial love of God our 
Father to all mankind. It is the redemp= 
tion of our elder brother, for all bis breth- 
ren indiscriminately. It is the sanctifying 


'influenc® of grace from the spirit, which 


by the promise of God, shall convince the 





world of sin, of righteousness and of 
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judgment. 
impartial love ! This truth has been perse- | justified. 

cuted in every clime; the advocates for! The true import of the «gospel is good 
partial grace have given her warning to de- | mews. It is the news of something certain, 
part ; O may this heavenly stranger, this | not conditional ; something good not bad; 
unexceptionabie love of the Deity, find an | something that is equally good, certain and 
asylum in our breasts; her cause be vin- | unconditional for all the human family ; it 
dicated and proclaimed til! the earth be|is glad tidings of great joy, which shall be 
filled with her glory and all flesh see this] to all people. Now, if those who preach, 
salvation of God. would proclaim this gospel, would enforce 
universal love to all men, and holy living 


mity to the world, are,and ever have been, | 48. an expression of gratitude to God for 
inconsistent with the success of the gospel. |his goodness ; Pegi should se@ Its suc. 
li the friendship of the world be enmity | cess and prosperity. Let the heathen hear 
with God ; if duty requires non-conformi- this gespel, and they will rejoice to em 
ty to the world, that a transformation may brace it. aa 
take place by the renewal of the mind ;| _ Let this trampet be blown and this ju- 
how cap a worldiy sanctuary and a world- | bilee be ‘proclaimed te the heathen, 
ly priesthood, (both in conformity with the and mark what the effects would be. Thas 
world,) have the prospect of success or | Success in the gospel will depend on its 
the promise of reward? genuine proclamation; on gratitude to its 
So long as ministers of the word, make Author for all its blessings, and on the fur. 
broad their phylacteries, aad enlarge the teranos and meres of the good spirit, 
borders of their garments, and Jove the] °° operating with the truth to make it o- 
vppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief fectual to mankind.—Enitor. 
seats inthe synagogues, and to be calied 
of mex, Rabbi, Rabli, Matt. xxiii, 5, 6, 7, 
aiid so long as itis like people, like priest, 


Worldly honor and grandeur,or confor- 





Some thoughts on particular expressions 
of Limitarian Preachers, which seem to 
argue a defect in the knowledge of Lh- 
vine Truth. 

Heving, occasionally, attended divine 
service at the Methodist chapel and at tle 
Presbyterian meeting in this village, I am 
constra‘ned to make afew remarks on a 
number of phrases, which, in every set- 
won, are more or less used ; not intima 
ting however, that they are confined io the 
preachers here, but they are common with 
doctors of this description, s so far as I am 
for tainted. 
| 


Hosea, iv. 9; su long the gospel wall not 
be successiul. 

Can any one serve God and Mammon ; 
or serve two masters 5 Can any one bein 
love wiih the riches, bonurs and vanities of 
the world, and at the same tiie, be a suc- 
Ceéssiul preacher of the gospel ? He can- 
not. At is equally applicable to those, 
wiio hear, When the wine of the world is 


ad 





in,the wit orkio Wleage of the gospel is oat. 
Be exhorted to read the xii chap. Rom. 
fion ihe Tih to the QIst verse, inc!usive,as 
@ directions both for preacher and hearer, 
Wf they wish to be successful. 


Phrases —1. You must make your 
peace with Gicd. 2. You must procure the 
|favor of God. 3 You are probationers 
for eternity. 4. Your future stata as to 
its native truth, | happiness or misery through eternity, de- 

It nevex did, {pends on your improvement here ; with 
it Hever can flows / 18 concexion with | others similar to these. 
the works of the law. “Salvation is off As to tie first, no man ever yet did make 
gree, siaply, purely, wholly, and if this! ‘peace with God. It is already made, 
be nut the cuse there is no salvation ; for | Chirist is our peace. He is the prince of 





3. The gospel wi! never be snecessful, 
ti it be proclaim eg ia 
Bh prac uly and urive; sality 


We hail the truth of God’s{ by the deeds of the law shall no flesh be 













































































-mento God; not the reconciliation of 









peace : and the peace which he makes, is 
the peace of men towards God, not of God 
towards men. It is the reconciliation of 


Godto men. This reconciliation of men, 
is, in effect, accomplished both towards 
God and our brethren of the haman kind. 
Eph. ii. 18, 14, 15, 16. 

Bat in Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes 
were afar off are made nigh by the blood 
of Christ ; for he is our peace and hath 
made both one, &c. &c. 

Now that the law requires us to have 
peace towards God and our neighbor, is 
granted ; yet the gospel only gives us in- 
formation, that this is, in effect, accomplish- 
ed, and that Christ only is qualified for 
this undertaking. We have assurance, that 
he will not fail, but will accomplish this 
peace in the reconciliation of every crea- 
ture. Were this not the case we should 
be under the law ; whereas we are not un- 
der the law but under grace. 

The addition of endless misery, in case 
we fail of doing this work, as the same 
preachers insist, makes the principie whol- 
ly erroneous ; forthen Christ has done 
nothing to make our salvation sure :— 
Whereas it issure. God has given us e- 
ternal life, and this life is in his Son. 1 
John, v. 2. Eternal life is God’s gift.— 
Jt never was nor can be procured. Rom. 
vj. 28. 

2. You must secure the favor of God. 
How can men, under the light of the gos- 
pel, entertain the idea that God is unpro- 
pitious ? bow can they suppose that sinful 
creatures zre ableif he is unfavorable to 
procure this favor? ‘To me, the expres. 





tohis creatures ; If we can procure his 
favor, he must change again. But let all 
men know that God is unchangeable. The 
3d and 4th particulars amount to the same 
purpose. You are probationers for eter- 
nity. Your future state, as to happiness 
or misery, through eternity, depends on 
your improvement here. ‘Then I have ro 
hope for those, who preach nor for those, 
who hear. A perfect legal declaration, 
without the least gleam of mercy or fonn- 
dation of hope for any human creature.— 
Our salvation in eternity does not depend 
on our improvement here. It depends en- 
tirely on the divine mercy : that mercy is 


universal and endureth forever. It is com- 


prehended in the purpose, which God par- 
posed in himself, that in the dispensation of 
the fulness of times he might gather, to- 
gether, in one, all things in Christ, Eph. 
i. 10. 

The above phrases, with many others 
of a similar import, argue an entire lack of 
the knowledge of the gospel ; and excite 
men to build their hope on their own sup- 
posed experience and goodness, to the neg- 
lect of the only foundation, which Godhas 
laid in Zion.—Enrtor. 





To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

Smir—With much pleasure | read in the 
Advocate of the 21st ult. your exposition of 
12th verse of the i7th chap. of John, but 
as you was particularly requested to show, 

1. ** What was the meaning of the words 
son of perdition ? 

2. Who was the son of perdition? and 

3. Who was lost ?” 

It was not expected that you would 





sion argues an entire ignorance of this 
truth, that we love him because he first 
loved us. 

Did he not so love the world, as to give 
his Son for our salvation ? and has he not 
secured this salvation in hisSon for the 
world? He is favorable to all mankind, 
how then are we to procure it ? It argues 
likewise, entire ignorance of the unchange- 
ableness of God. If he be unfavorable, 


quote many passages of scripture to prove 
that Judas will be eternally saved. And 
as one of my neighbors, a «283 leader in 
the Methodist church, has been heard ty 
say, that it was in his opinion blasphemy 
to assert, that Judas will ever be restored 
to holiness, and consequent happiness ; 
and in order to vindicate the ways of God 
to man, and to awaken a litte more hea- 
ven-born charity in the bosom of this mis- 





ke has already changed from hie first love 





anthrope, and to expose publicly, so erro- 

































neous an ides, I have thought proper to 
call not only his particular attention, but 
the attention of others, to the following 
passages of scriptare, which I conceive are 
waiicient to satisfy any unprejudiced mind, 
that Judas’ salvation is as certain as either 
of the other apostles. And should my 
Methodist brother be brought to see, that 
he has not only been fighting against Uni- 
versalism, bat against God and his revealed 
word, I shall be more than compensated 
for my trouble. The scriptures are 80 
plain and conclusive on this subject, it will 
not be necessary for me to make many re- 
marks. 

Matthew, x. 1. And when he had called 
unto him bis twelve disciples, he gave them 
power against unclean spirits, and to cast 
them out, and to heal ali manner of sick- 
ness, and all manner of disease. Ver. 2, 3, 
4. Now the names of the twelve apostles 
are these; the first Simon, who is called 
Peter, and Andrew bis brother ; James the 
son of Zebedee, and John his brother ; Phi- 
lip, and Bartholomew ; ‘Thomas, and Mat- 
thew the publican; James the son of Al. 
pheus, and Libbeus, whose sir name was 
Thaddeus; Simon the Canaanite, and Ju- 
das Iscariot, who also betrayed him. Ver. 
5. These twelve Jesus sent forth, aud com. 
wanded them saying, Go not iuto the way 
of the Ges.tiles, and into any city of the Sa- 
maritans enter ye not: Ver.6. But go 
rathei to the tost sheep of the house of Is- 
rael, Ver. 7. And as ye go, preach, saying 
that the kingdom of heaven is at hand.— 
Ver. 8. Heal the sick, cleanse tle lepers, 
raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye 
have received, freely give. Ver. 16. Be- 
hold, I send you as sheep in the midst of 
wolves ; be ye therefore wise as serpents 
and harmless as doves. 

Here we shall do well to notice tirat Ju- 
das was called a sheep, and as such was 
owned and acknowledged by Christ, but it 
is not so with the limitarians; for they 
without any scripture authority, and in di- 
fect opposition to the plain declarations of 
the Saviour, pronounce hima goat. Ver, 
48. And ye shall be brought before gover- 





ee 


nors and kings for my sake, for a testimony 
against them and the Gentiles. Ver. 19, 
Bat when they deliver you up, take no 
thought how or what ye shall speak. Ver, 
20. For it is not ye that speak but the 
spirit of your Father which speaketh jp 
you. The reader will do well to observa 
here, that the spirit of God dwelt in Judas 
as well as in the other apostles, by which 
he was entitled to ‘‘ cast out devils, &, 
and that God was his Father. But says 
the objector, did not Christ say, “ Have 
not I chosen you twelve, and one of you 
is a devil?” Yes, he did; and did not 
Christ say to Peter, “‘ Get thee bebiad me, 
satan; thou art an offence unto me: for 
thou savourest not the things that be of 
God, but those that be of men.” When 
Christ might with propriety have said, J 
have chosen you twelve, but Judas and Pe- 
ter are devils; as it will not be denied, that 
the devil and satan are synonymous terms, 
and havethe same meaning in the bible. 
And wher. the carnal mind, (“ which is en- 
mity against God, not subject to the law 
of God neither indeed can be”) gains the 
ascendency over the law of the understand- 
ing of the mind, (which is love to God,) 
then tnan may with propriety be said to be 
adevil or satan. Ver. 32. Whosoever 
shall confess me befere men, him will I 
confess also before my Father, which is in 
heaven. Ver. 33. But whosoever shall deny 
me before men,him will I deny before my 
Father which is in heaven. Did Judas ev- 
er deny his Lord and Saviour before men? 
no, but Peter did; and was heard to con- 
firm it by an oath, “ saying I know not the 
man ;” yet the pious advocates for endles® 
woe and wretchedness, call Peter a saint 
and poor Judas a devil. Chap. xix. 27. 
When Christ and his disciples were togeth- 
er, Peter says to him, Behold we have for- 
saken all and followed thee ; Ver. 28. What 
shall we have therefor? Jesus said unto 
them, (the twelve) verily I say unto you, 
that ye which have followed me in the re- 
generation, when the Son of man shall sit 
on the throne of his glory, ye also eball sit 





ppon twelve thrones, jedging the twelve 
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cribes of Israel. Here Christ positively de- 
clares, that the twelve apostles, (not eleven, 
nor could eleven occupy tweive thrones at 
the same time, ) should sit on twelve thrones 
jadging the twelve tribes of Israel. Ver. 
29. And every one that hath forsaken hous- 
es, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands for 
my name’s sake, shall receive a hundred 
fold, and shall inherit everlasting life. (Did 
not Judas enjoy one of the above blessings. ) 

When I contrast the soul-cheering and 
heaven-honoring promises and declarations 
of him, “* who spake as never man spake,” 
with the impious assertions and denuncia- 
tions of those, that appear to take pleasure 
in limiting the goodness of “ the Holy One 
of Israel,”? I can but exclaim, “ iet God be 
true and every man a liar.” Cbrist in his 
prayer to his Fatber, as recorded in the 
17th chapter of John, acknowledges that 
Judas was given to him by his Father; 
and Christ says, *‘ All that the Father giv- 
eth to me shall come to me; and him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.— 
For-I came down from heaven not to do 
mine own will but the will of him that sent 
me,” &c. &c. St. Paul informs us, that 
the will of God is, the salvation of all men, 
and that ‘‘ God worketh all things accor- 
ding to the counsel of his own will,” (not 
according to the will of his poor deluded 
creatures, or in unison with the feelings of 
those that say that they shall rejoice in the 
kingdom of heaven, when they look down 
and see their tender offspring suffering in 
an endless hell of fire and brimstone.) 

But says the objector, I very readily 
acknowledge that Judas was given to Christ 
but that he was lost, as recorded in John, 
xvii. 12, While [ was with them in the 
world, I kept them in thy name: Those 
that thou gavest me I have kept, and none 
of them is lost, but the son of perdition; 
that the scriptares might be fulfilled.— 
Query, how or in what sense was Judas 
Host? ~=He was lost as it respected his use- 
ulness in this mode of being; he was no 
onger useful in promulgating the gospel 











no longer administer ease and consolation 
to the distressed and disconsolate ; but he 
could not be eternally or endlessly lost, as 
he was given by the Father to the Son, 
who stands pledged to redeeta, reconcile, 
and restore all that were given to him, as 
before shown and proved ; and Christ says, 
©] came to seek and to save that which 
was lost;” therefore Judas’ salvation is 
certain. ‘All souls are mine, says the 
Father; and all that the Father hath is 
mine, says the Sov. I would ask how is 
Christ to “ finish sin and make an end of 
transgression, and destroy the devil and 
his works,” if Judas and millions of others, 
for whom he died, are to remain in an end. 
less hell, in open rebellion against God 
and his Christ. O ye deluded and blind 
guides, give up the creeds of foolish and 
sinful men, and take the volume of divine 
revelation for the man of your counsel ; in 
that you will learn, “ that God is in Christ 
reconciling the world unto himself, not im- 
puting their trespasses unto them.” And 
that Judas’ salvation is as certain as Pe- 
ter’s; that both greatly sinned against 
light, one in betraying, and the other in 
denying the blessed ‘ Saviour of the world,’ 
—that Judas repented and Peter wept bit- 
terly ; and who has the boldness to assert, 
that Christ did not embrace them both in 
his prayer, when on the cross he cried, 
‘‘Father forgive them for they know not 
what they do.” 


The reader is requested to take his bible 
and turn to the following passages of scrip. 
ture, and to read them wiih eandor. Mark, 
iii. 14,15; Luke, vi. 13; chap. ix. 1,2; 
John, xvii. 2; 1 Tim. ii.6; John, vi. 37, 
38, 39. M. 


Anecdote.—A flaming preacher once, af- 
ter dooming nine tenths of his hearers to 
the shades of woe forever, asked, what 
could have a worse appearance than a sin- 
ner in heaven? An attentive hearer repli- 
ed, “A sinner ina palpit judging sinners 
out of the pulpit to endless misery.” 





OP God’s universal grace and love ; be could 


[Judge not, that ye be not judged. } 
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From the Gospel Herald. | best Son that wept ! At the tomb of Laz. 

« Jesus Wept.” Jonn xi. 35. arus he sprinkled the earth with his tears. 

The above words beautifully express the | Op Calvary’s top he bathed the cross with 
sympathetic feelings of a commiserating his blood ! Fellow captives in corruption, 
Saviour. Not a Demosthenes nor a Cice- | this same weeping, bleeding, guileless suf. 
ro,in alengthy oration, could have more | foror, ig now wrapt in light inaccessible to 
fully described the merciful sensibility of | mortal ken. His crown is glory, his ms 
the great Inheritor of the world, than did | tre peace, his throne mercy, and his king. 





the Evangelist in those ¢wo words above | 
mentioned. Be astonished, O my soul, at 

the plenitude of a Saviour’s love! This 

moment, aided by imagination, methinks I 

desery, meaniy attired and without form 

or conieliness, the monarch of the world. 

A dejected female approacties, with tremb- 

Tears eloquently plead the 

bitterness of her gtief. ’Tis Mary, the 

istor of the departed Lazarus. Martha 

also bowails the death of her brother.— 

They are accompanied with their friends, 
who are likewise weeping. Mary casts 
herself at the feet of Jesus. He surveys 
the unhappy mourners. Does he biast 
them with thunder from his right hand ;— 
cr rend theirsouls with plagues? O, no 

He is touched with the feeling of their in- 

firmities. Ho groans within himself. He 
weeps! And row, behold a prodigy, a 
manifestation of his power. Tle advances 
near the grave of Lazarus. With the ir- 
recistible behest of a delegate from Heav- 
ep, he bids him “ Come forth /” 

Ta vain oread Death, or the grim King of hell, 


° stane 
ling stepse 


5 A 


Essays to bind the victim in his cell: 

Fits iron nerves ere palsied at the sound 

Of Jesus’ voice, that sakes the crumbling ground) 
Tne massive barriers of the grave give way, 
Aud death's pale King affrishted yields his prey, 
For, at the high behest of God's own Son, 
Lazwus, obsequious, rises from the tomb, 

In habiliments of death attired, be stands 
Emancipated from death's icy Lands ; 
Quschen’e by Christ é resuscitating voice 

Hie lives, to wonder, worship, and rejoice. 


dom love. Look unto him, then, and be 
ye saved, all the ends of the earth; for he 
is the King of giory, the captain of our 
salvation, the head of every map, the be. 
loved, eternal, immutable friend of sin. 
ners. 8. R. SIBLEY, 


From the (Portland,) Christian Intelligencer, 
ANECDOTE. 

A pious minister after studying the scrip- 
tares for mavy years, pleased to find so 
many promises, prophecies and positive 
declarations in support of universal salva. 
tion, and not a passage in favor of calvin. 
ism, was desirous of seeing Mr. F. a prea. 
cher of that doctrine, and of hearing bim 
in defence of his ** heterodox” system, asit 
is called. He accordingly requested Mr. 
F. and a young conceited clergyman, right 


ifrom an Institution where sophistry is 


taught for divinity, to meet at his house oa 
a certain evening. Being too old and dis- 
cerning to engage in the argument, tlie 2 
ged gentleman opened the conversation of 
the evening by informing Mr. F. that he 
had requested the company of the young 
minister and himself, that the doetrine of 
universal salvation might be fairly discus- 
sed in his presence ; but he would be er- 
cused from taking auy part in the debate, 
on account of his age. He proposed that 
Mr. F. should proceed in stating a few ar- 





i guments in favor of his doctrine, and tha! 


| ‘ . 
Lives there the individual, dear reader, ! the young clergyman should oppose him, 


possessed of a single ray of gospe! light, | 
and possessing fall belief in the validity of | 


according to ortliodox rales. Mr. F. there 
fore began ;—The scriptures assert that; 


the miracics alluded to, that can doubt the! ** God is good unto all, and his tender 


goodness of his Creator, Monarch and Sa-. 
vious of man? Aweke my soul, that 
slumbers in corruption, and for a moment, 
contemplate the tender mercies of Jesus. 
the friend of sinmers. ’Iwas Heaven’s 


mercies are over all his works ;” therefore 
he pever was so cruel as to decree the ent: 
less misery of the greatest part of his 10 
biest work. The Saviour declares, “ Th? 
Father loveth the Son and hath given @!: 
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things into his hand ; that he bath power 
over all flesh, and will give eternal life to 
asmanyas the Father hath given him ;” 
therefore all men will have eternal Jife, 
instead of endless sufferings. St. Paul 
also affirms, “ Asin Adam all! die, even so 
in Christ shall all be made alive ; and if 
any man be in Christ he is a new creature.” 
And do you contend, Sirs, the new men in 
Christ will be endlessly tormented, or that 
God reprobated to that state any of those 
who died in the first Adam, and were made 
alive in the second, the Lord from heaven? 
The young collegiate in divinity, some- 
what surprised at the fluency and address 
of Mr. F. and balf confounded at his ready 
and just connexion of the scriptures, walk- 
ed nimbly about the room, exerting his 
mind to recollect the cant which his learn- 
ed tutor gave those texts, but failing in the 
attempt, he stared the old clergyman in 
the face, exclaiming—“ I thought you in- 
vited me here to dispute with a man who 


disbelieved the bible and denied the Sav- 
iour; but instead of that, FE find I have 


got to convince him that the Psalmist was 
a deceiver, Jesus an impostor, and Paul a 
false witness, or acknowledge Universal- 
ism to be truer” 

‘Very well,” calmly replied the aged 
divine, “as we find the controversy is, in 
reality, between Calvinism and the doc- 
trine of the New Testament, I think we 
may as wellsubmit itto the real authors 
of each, without further interference, 


REASON AND REVELATION, 

Reason is natural revelation, whereby the 
Father of Light, and fountain of all know!- 
edge, communicates to mankiod that portion 
of truth whicb he has faid within the reach 
of their natural facuities. Revelstion is natu- 
ral reason enlarged by anew set of discover. 
ies,communicated by God immediately, which 





reason vouches the truth of, by the testime- 
nies and proofs it gives, that toey come from 


God. So that he who takes away,reason to | 
Mr pee wt) 6. s 


_*« 


make room for revelation, ® puts ont.the 
light of both; and docs much the same, as 


TECHNICAL TERMS. 

Among the terms most in vogue with re- 
ligionists, are “nature and grace.” ‘They 
talk of being changed from nature to grace. 
Now we should not be surprised, if the at- 
tempt was made, to see 999 out of a 1000 
fail of giving acorrect definition of the 
terms they use so frequently. The popu- 
lar religious publications of the day, are 
continually harping about nature and grace. 
Pray, gentlemen, what do you mean, by 
the words? Are weto understand you 
to mean, that you, when changed frem na- 
ture to grace, are altogether divested of 
those feelings, passions, and sensibilities 
which are natural to the children of men = 
What is this grace you talk so mach about, 
and which, it seems, when you escape from 
your nature, you come into possession of? 
Please to answer these queries, and to re- 
member,that Paul did not approve of those 
who were “ without natural affections.” 





ADVERTISEMENT. 

The Rev. Dr. Spring, on Sunday morning 
last, publicly excommunicated a member of 
his church for professing Universalism; when 
he made proclamation as follows : “We trust 
there are no members in this church who be- 
lieve this error, but if there are, we request 
them to keep it to themselves, and they can be 
held in communion. But if they avow it, we 
shall be under the painful necessity ofexcom- 
municating them !”” 

If you please—Only keep dark! Believe 
just what you please, and hypocritically pre- 
tend to delieve as I do, and pay me for preach- 
ing ; and I will consider you good christians. 
This is accommodatica with a witness. Dr. 
S. is growing kind and crafty. Take eare of 
the salary fviend.— Gos. Derald. 

Outward comforts are like the rotten twigs 
ofa tree; they may be touched, but if they 





| 
! 
{ 


are trusted to, or rested upon, they will cer- 
tainly deceive and fail ne. : 





As it sometimes rains when (he sun shines, 
so there may be joy ina saint’s heart when 


if he would persuade a man to put out his | tere are tears in bis eyes. 


} 
eyes, the better to reccive the remote light | 
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of an invisible star by a telescope.—Locke. | 
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Christian gracesare like perfumes,the more 
they pressed the sweeter they smell, 




































--, 
















































i 
ee 





112 GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 








Give not over thy mind to heaviness : 
The gladness of the heart is the life of 
man ; and the joyfulness of a man prolong- 
ethhis days. Remove sorrow far from 
thee ; for sorrow hath killed many, and 
there is no profit therein ; and careful- 
nese bringeth age before the time. 

DIED—In Champion, on the 24th ult. 
Dr. Eben’r Field,formerly of Wintonbury, 
Hartford Co. Conn. in the 25th year of bis 
age. In the morning of life, in the dawn 
of usefulness and respectability, he has 
fallen a prey to the “ icy hand of Death !” 
He was a yourg man of amiable dispo- 
sition, correct moral deportment and 
commanding talents. He had the respect 
and esteem of his acquaintance. He bore 
a protracted and painful, consumptive com- 
plaint with christian fortitude and patience. 
During his sickness, he received every al- 
leviation of his misery, which care, skill 
and kindness could administer. In the 
certain prospect of speedy dissolation, his 
mind was calm and serene ; his faith in the 
unlimited mercy of God, was unwavering; 
his trust was in “ the living God who is the 
Saviour of all men.” 

The glorious hope of ahappy immortali- 
ty divested death of its victory and its ter- 
rors, and continued to be an anchor to his 
soul “both sure and steadfast.—Her. of 
Salvation. 

In Henderson, Jefferson county, on the 
994 ultimo, Dorcas Bullard, consort of Mr. 
Percival Bullard, in the 29th year of her 
age. She was an affectionate companion, 
a tender mother, a virtuous and valuable 
citizen. Her complaint, oeing of the con- 
sumptive kind, subjected her to a lingering 
and distressing approach to the grave.— 
With christian patience and humbie resig- 
nation, she yielded to her fate. She had 
the inexpressible consolation of an unshak- 
en faith in the impartial grace of God, and 
the final * restitution of all things” This 
cheered her in affliction, and filled her 
mind with ‘joy unspeakable and fall of 
giory,” even in the hour of death.” She 


funeral, from which the following is an ex. 
tract. 
** All creatures in heay’n and earth shal! revere, 
No blind superstition shall deafen the ear ; 
Jesus shall be crown’d the head of all men! 
The peace of his kingdom shall ne’er have an end, 
All sin shall be closed, transgression shall cease, 
All nature be filled with love, joy and peace, 
The victory won! rebellion shall fal)! 
— God, our Creator, shall be aun mm ati! 





“ And Hagar sat over against him and 
wept.” —Gen, xxi, 11. 


Did net the tear in Hagar’s eye, 
As o’er her dying son she knelt, 
In speechless—silent agony, 
Show what the anxious mother felt ! 


And when she softly breathed her prayer, 
Her tearful eyes upraised to Heaven, 

Did not the anguish beaming there, 
Show how a mother’s heart was riven ’ 


Then when the sweetest accents fell, 

The voice from Heaven—“ Thy son shall live ' 
Think ye an ange)’s tongue could tell, 

The joys that bade her heart revive ? 


O! there's a something in the tear, 
That dims a ‘mother’s kindling eye ; 
A charm so fraught with love—so dear, 
We weep—we know not—care not—why. 


Yes—if a spark was ever given 
To mortals, from the fires above ; 

If e’er a flower hath bleomed in Heayen, 
It is a Mother’s tender Love. 





Procrastination is the very top stone of des 
struction to all good designs ; let it have no 
control over you, avoid it as you would a pes- 
tilence. 





Anguish of mind has driven thousands te 
suicide ; pain of body, none. 





Bo Brother Lewis C. Todd, is expec- 
ted to deliver a Lecture at the Masonic 
Hall, in this village, on Sunday tho 27th 
instant, 


x > The Rev. Mr. Evererr, who was. 
expected to have reached this place by the 
15th of the present month, has been delayed 
in commencing his journey, in consequence 
of a slight indisposition. 








PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY, AT TWO DOLLARS 
PER ANNUM, PAYABLE HALF YEARLY IN 
ADVANCE.—-H. A. SALISBURY, 





calmly selected a Hymn to be used at her 


PRINTER. 








